-1750        The Deccan and the Carnatic.	189
India, there was a strong temptation to provide for their
maintenance by hiring them out to the native rulers.
Both nations plunged deeply into the dynastic Frendl aild
quarrels of the neighbouring states, the Eng- English take
ish at first with no decided purpose, and after- native11
wards only with the fixed idea of opposing the <iuarrels-
French; the French, on the other hand, with a definite
object steadily kept in view by their far-sighted governor. "
The time was peculiarly favourable for his designs.
In 1748 died Nizam-ool-Moolk, Subadar or Viceroy of
the Deccan, feudal lord of the Carnatic, and
f   -,	^   ^       •	i	i       xt         The Deccan
ruler of the vast territory between the Ner- and the
budda and Kistna with 35,000,000 inhabitants, Carnatic-
the! most powerful of all the viceroys who were struggling
to become independent of the Court of Delhi. On
the death of the Subadar, Nazir Jung, one of his sons,
had seized the government, but his title was disputed by
Mozuffer Jung, a grandson of Nizam-ool-Moolk, who had
been nominated viceroy by the Mogul. At the same
time Chunda Sahib, son-in-law and relative of a former
Nabob, laid claim to the throne of the Carnatic, which had
been conferred by the Subadar on Anwaroodeen, a man
in no way related to the old family. Dupleix adopted
the cause of these pretenders, and supported it with such
address and energy that by the end of 1750 both of them
were in possession of the governments they aspired to.
The installation of the Subadar was celebrated with
great pomp at Pondiche'ry, where, in the presence of the
nobles of the Deccan, Dupleix was loaded with honours
by Mozuffer Jung, who treated him with the respect due
to a superior, and promised to be guided in all things by
his advice. He would even have conferred on him the
Nabpbship of the Carnatic, but this the wary French-
man, who aimed at ruling India by means of her rulers,
declined with politic generosity in favour of Chunda

